Dear Members,
 

As some of you may already be aware, from January 2010 new dispensing regulations will be in place throughout the UK. Pharmacists will be expected to change the brand of drug named on a prescription and replace it with a different, generic brand. This is as part of the Department of Health's 2009 Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme agreement. 

This agreement will make 'generic substitution' legal. This means a pharmacist can (and will) replace more expensive branded versions of drugs for cheaper generic versions. They will not have to consult with either the patient or the doctor who wrote the prescription. The National Health Service estimates this will save £40 million a year. 
The JEC is concerned about this. Unless epilepsy is excluded from this legislation it could lead to thousands of people with epilepsy having their medication switched, for purely financial reasons. There will be no consideration of how this will affect them, or their epilepsy.

Petition

We are campaigning to make anti-epileptic drugs (AEDs) exempt from the rules of generic substitution.

As part of this, Epilepsy Action (as part of the Joint Epilepsy Council) has tabled an 

e-Petition on the Downing Street website. This is an online petition to the Prime Minister asking him to take action in this area.  We need as many people as possible to sign, to show how important this is for people with epilepsy. With enough signatures the government is committed to respond to everyone who signs about the issues raised.

 

You can sign by going to http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/epilepsygenerics
If you are able, please show your support and sign, please also ask your members, colleagues and friends to sign as well. 
 

We believe people with epilepsy should receive the same version of their AED unless their doctor prescribes otherwise for medical, not financial, reasons.
 

The full text of the petition is below.
"We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to ensure an exemption for epilepsy from the new generic prescribing proposals, on the grounds that the active ingredients in different brands of anti-epileptic medication can legally vary by up to 45% and that unnecessarily switching between versions can have a profound negative effect on a person's health and quality of life, can cause breakthrough seizures, worsening of seizures or increased side effects, leading to loss of employment, driving licence, educational opportunity, serious injury and, in the most severe cases, death, and that consistent effective treatment should not be altered on questionable cost grounds."

To sign go to http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/epilepsygenerics
 

Many thanks.  
 

Sharon Wood,
General Secretary,
Joint Epilepsy Council
 

Tel:  01943 871852
Email:  sharon.jec@btconnect.com
